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huddled together in indiscriminate fashion; chains, strait-
jackets and the like were constantly in use; while Prison
Governors were encouraged to extort bribes.1
Indeed, the social life of Britain, far into the eighteenth
century, exhibits in full measure the debauchery sown
by the Restoration regime. The Established Church was
utilized as a Government machine. A degrading system
of pluralities and sinecures was everywhere in vogue.
Thousands of poor curates, who did the hack-work for their
"superiors", were "passing rich", not, like Goldsmith's father,
with £40 a year, but with £20; while their ecclesiastical
"betters", heaping plurality on plurality, were sometimes
not content with £20,000. Nowhere was class snobbery
more pronounced than in the Establishment, where "big
plums" went to scions of the aristocracy. Though all the
national education of the "common people" was entrusted
to the Charity Schools of the Established Church, one
eighteenth-century archbishop and his sons were annually
receiving more national income than the entire revenue
of these schools. Is it surprising, then, that hundreds of
Charity School teachers were illiterate, or that their average
pay was less than that of a labourer? Is it surprising that
"the Church", hating "enthusiasm", taught the "sinfulness"
of "being righteous overmuch".s
Ignorance and total illiteracy were, among the working
classes, almost universal. Contemporary tables in a Medical
Research Committee Report show that early in the eigh-
teenth century, 74-5 per cent, of all London children died
before their fifth birthday. Brothels were attached to nearly
all gin-shops, and not infrequently to theatres. The children
of besotted parents were commonly sold into handcraft
"apprenticeships", which forced upon them economic con-
ditions little short of slavery: often, in cellars,, attics and
1 Howard, John: State of Prisons in England and Wales, $rd ed., 1874.
a See Martyrdom Sermons, 1757-1770. Bishop Newton's Sermon before the
House of Lords, p. 9.

